Early Childhood Research Group

Description and aim of the research group:

The international literature refers to the period from birth to age eight as early childhood. The
crucial role and significance of early childhood are now widely acknowledged in professional
circles. It is scientifically proven that early childhood education has a decisive impact on an
individual’s entire life and, consequently, on the development of society as a whole.

Investing in early childhood education brings significant social and economic benefits in the
long term. International research is increasingly focusing on this period, with numerous
research groups worldwide dedicated to the study of early childhood. The field not only has its
own professional organizations but also features independent scientific journals in many
countries around the world. The heightened interest in early childhood is primarily a
development of the 21% century. However, in Slovakia, the growing international emphasis on
the importance of early childhood education is not yet adequately reflected in the activities of
professional organizations or in domestic research.

The research group, established in January 2021, focuses on an exceptionally sensitive period
in child development: conducting research related to early childhood education, development,
and intervention. During this stage, children are most receptive to change, making it the most
effective period for their development and when various developmental programs can achieve
the greatest success. Early intervention is also most effective during this time. Therefore, we
aim to strengthen professional dialog at the national level and, in line with international trends,
to conduct national-level research that has become the focus of social, professional, and
scientific interest over the past two decades. We also aim to provide opportunities for active
researchers, educators, and students in this field to connect, thereby fostering professional
networking and facilitating the presentation of research findings. Our primary goal is to expand
the range of pedagogical diagnostic tools in Slovakia, with a particular focus on Hungarian-
speaking children in Slovakia.

Research areas:

e Examination of the characteristics of early childhood development and the factors
influencing it;

e Investigation of various settings for early childhood education;

e Exploration of the possibilities for early intervention;

e Study of early childhood care models;

e Adaptation and standardization of measurement tools (diagnostic and research
instruments)

Keywords: early childhood development, developmental support, intervention, pedagogical
diagnostics, prevention, early intervention, institutional system, family background,
measurement tools (diagnostic and research instruments), adaptation, standardization
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Research/Scientific Projects: Adaptation and Standardization of the DIFER Diagnostic
Tool for Measuring the Skills of 4—8-Year-Old Children

Project Start: 2021

Project Completion: 2023

Successful Project Defense: 11 January 2024

During the project, the research group adapted and standardized the Hungarian DIFER tool,
which measures the developmental levels of 4-8-year-old children, for the Hungarian-speaking
child population in Slovakia.

Collaboration with Professional Organizations, Research Groups, and International Experts:
Amukune Stephen, PhD., Pwani University, Kenya

Bencéné Fekete Andrea, PhD., Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Oo Tun Zaw, PhD., Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Podraczky Judit, PhD., Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Szabo Norbert, PhD., Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Zentai Gabriella, PhD., Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences
MTA-MATE Early Childhood Research Group

Publications, Articles, Abstracts
V1- Volume
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University Representation at Scientific Events and Conferences:

2021

Name of the event: XIII. International Scientific Conference of J. Selye University — 2021
Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 8-9 September 2021

Organizer of the event: J. Selye University

Title of the presentation: Assessment of Critical Basic Skills in First-Year Students

2022

Name of the event: Hungarian Conference on Educational Research HuCER 2022

Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 26-27 May 2022

Organizer of the event: HERA, Hungarian Educational Research Association, Budapest
Title of the presentation: Comparative Analysis of Hungarian and Slovak Curriculum
Regulatory Documents for Grades 1-2

Name of the event: 15" Training and Practice International Conference on Educational
Sciences
Type of the event: Scientific Conference
Date: 28 April 2022
Organizer of the event: Benedek Elek Faculty of Pedagogy, University of Sopron and the
Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Title of the presentations:
1. Comparative Analysis of Hungarian and Slovak Preschool Education
2. Development of Basic Combinatorial Skills in Hungarian Children Aged 4 to 8 in
Hungary and Slovakia

Name of the event: XIV. International Scientific Conference of J. Selye University - 2022
Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 12-13 September 2022

Organizer of the event: J. Selye University

Title of the presentation: A Comparative Analysis of National Educational Programs for
Primary Schools in Slovakia and Hungary



2023

Name of the event: ICERI2023 (16th annual International Conference of Education, Research
and Innovation)

Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 13-15 November 2023

Organizer of the event: IATED- Seville (Spain)

Title of the presentation: Social Skills Development in Children Aged 4-8 Years: A Cross-
Country Comparison of Hungary and Slovakia

Name of the event: XV. International Scientific Conference of J. Selye University - 2023
Type of the event: Scientific Conference
Date: 13-14 September 2023
Organizer of the event: J. Selye University
Title of the presentations:
1. Adaptation of the Hungarian DIFER Tests for Use in Slovakia within the KEGA Project
2. The Psychometric Properties of the DIFER Tests in Slovakia and Hungary
3. Development of DIFER Skills in Hungarian Children Aged 4 to 8 in Slovakia

Name of the event: EDULEARNE 23; 15" International Conference on Education and New
Learning Technologies

Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 3-5 July 2023

Organizer of the event: IATED (online)

Title of the presentation: Measurement Invariance and Latent Mean Differences of Social
Skills as a School Readiness Test for Hungarian Preschool Children in Hungary and Slovakia

Name of the event: Hungarian Conference on Educational Research HuCER 2023

Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 26-27 May 2023

Organizer of the event: HERA, Hungarian Educational Research Association, Budapest
Title of the presentation: Psychometric Properties of Cognitive Ability Tests for Young
Hungarian Children in Hungary and Slovakia

2024

Name of the event: 17" Training and Practice International Conference on Educational
Sciences

Type of the event: Scientific Conference

Date: 25 April 2024

Organizer of the event: HERA, Hungarian Educational Research Association, Budapest
Title of the presentation: Curriculum Reforms in Slovak Preschool Education in the 21
Century



